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HIS  MAJESTIES 

DECLARATION 

To  all  His  Loving  SubjeSs,  concern- 
ing the  Treafonable  (jpnfeiracy  a  - 
gainjl  His  Sacred  T erf  on  and  (jo- 
yernment,  lately  'Differed :  Ap- 
pointed  to  be  'Read  in  all  Qhurches 
and  Qhappels  within  this  Kingdom, 

CHARLES  R. 

|T  hath  been  Our  Obferva- 
£tion  ,  That  for  feveral 
Years  laft  paft,  a  Malevo- 
lent Party  hath  made  it 
their  Bufinefs  to  Promote 
Sedition  by  Falfe  News,  Libellous  Pam- 
phlets, and  other  wicked  Arts ;  whereby 
they  Endeavoured  not  only  to  Render 
Our  Government  Odious,  and  Our  moft 
Faithful  Subjects  Sufpected  to  the  Peo- 
ple, but  even  to  Incite  them  to  a  Diflike 
and   Hatred   of  Our   Royal  Perfon : 

A  2  Where- 
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Whereupon  it  was  evident  to  lis  ,  That 
the  Heads  of  {his  Party  could  have  no  o» 
eher  Aim,  bat  the  Rwine  of  Us  and-Our 
Govern  in  ent. 

And  whilft  by  Our  utmoft  Care ,  We 
Manifefted  to  all  Our  Subjects  Our  Zeal 
for  the  Maintenance  of  the  Proteftant 
Religion,  and  Our  Refolutions  to  Govern 
according  to  Law  ;  It  was  a  great  Trou- 
ble to  Us  to  find,  That  Evil  Peribns  by 
Mifreprefenting  Our  Actions  to  the  Peo- 
ple, fhould  fo  far  Infinuate  themfelves  in- 
to the  Affections  of  the  weaker  Sort,  as 
that  they  looked  upon  Them  as  the  only 
Patriots  and  Aflertors  of  their  Religion 
and  Liberties,  and  gave  themfelves  up  en- 
tirely to  their  Conduct. 

As  their  Numbers  increafed ,  fo  did 
their  Boldnefs ,  to  that  height,  That  by 
often  (hewing  themfelves  in  Tumults  and 
Riots,  and  Unlawful  and  Seditious  Con- 
venticles, They  not  only  Engaged,  but 
Proclaimed  an  Impunity  to  their  own 
Party,  who  thought  themfelves  already 

too 
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too  ftrong  for  the  Laws;  and  they  teemed 
to  believe ,  That  in  a  fhort  time  they 
fhould  gain  upon  the  People,  fo  as  to 
perfwade  them  to  a  total  Defection  from 
the  Government. 

But  it  pieafed  God,  by  thefe  their  Vio- 
lent Ways,  to  Open  the  Eyes  of  Our  good 
Subjects,  who  eamy  Forefaw  what  Trou- 
bles thefe  Methods  would  Produce ;  And 
thereupon  with  great  Courage  as  well  as 
Duty  and  Affection  towards  Us,  upon  all 
Occalions  did  Manifeft  their  Relblution 
and  Readinefs  in  Defence  of  Our  Perfon, 
and  Support  of  Our  Government ,  and 
the  Religion  Eftablifhed  :  And  did  like- 
wife.  Convince  the  Common  People  of 
the  ViiiarKws  Defigns  of  their  Factious 
Leaders,  and  the  Miferies  that  would  be- 
fall them  in  purfuing  fuch  Courfes. 

By  thefe  means  the  Factious  Party  loft 
Ground  daily,  and  finding  that  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  keep  up  the  Spirits  of  their 
Followers,  a-gainft  the  Religion  Eftablifh- 
ed ,  and  the  Laws  j  whilft  we  were  S  tea- 


dy  in  the  Maintenance  and  Execution  of 
them,  became  Defperate,  and  Refolved 
not  to  Truft  any  longer  to  the  flow  Me- 
thods of  Sedition ,  but  to  betake  them- 
felves  to  Arms ;  not  doubting ,  but  that 
they  remained  ftill  ftrong  enough  by 
Force  to  Overturn  the  Government 
which  they  could  not  Undermine. 

It  is  hard  to  imagine  how  men  of  lb 
many  different  Interefts  and  Opinions , 
could  joyn  in  any  Enterprize ;  but  it  is 
certain,  They  readily  Concurred  in  the 
Refolution  of  taking  Arms  to  Deftroy 
the  Government ,  even  before  they  had 
Agreed  what  to  fee  up  in  the  place  of  it. 

To  which  purpofe ,  they  took  feveral 
Ways  5  For,  whilft  fome  were  Contriving 
a  General  Infurre&ion  in  this  Kingdom, 
and  likewife  in  Scotland,  Others  were 
Confpiring  to  AiTaflinate  Our  Royal  Per- 
fon,  and  Our  Deareft  Brother ,  and  to 
MaiTacre  the  Magiftrates  of  Our  City  oT 
London,  and  Our  Officers  of  State,  That 
there  might  be  no  Appearance  of  Go- 
vernment, 
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vernment>  nor  any  Means  for  Our  Sub- 
jects to  Unite  for  their  Defence. 

In  cafe  it  had  pleafed  God  to  permit 
thefe  wicked  Defigns  to  have  taken  Ef- 
fect, There  could  have  been  nothing  in 
Profpect  but  Confufion:  For,  inftead  of 
the  Reformation  they  pretended ,  their 
Succefs  would  have  produced  Divifions, 
and  Wars  among  themfelves ,  until  the 
Predominant  Party  could  have  Enflaved 
the  reft,  and  the  whole  Kingdom. 

But  the  Divine  Providence,  which  hath 
preferved  Us  through  the  whole  Courfe  of 
Our  life,  hath  at  this  time  in  an  Extraordi- 
nary manner,  fliewed  it  lelf  in  the  Won- 
derful and  Gracious  Deliverance  of  Us 
and  Our  Deareft  Brother,  and  all  Our 
Loyal  Subjects  from  this  Horrid  and 
Damnable  Conipiracy. 

As  it  is  therefore  Our  defire  that  all 
Our  Loving  Subjects  (hould  joyn  with  Us 
in  giving  Thanks  to  Almighty  God  for 
this  Mercy,  fo  We  thought  it  neceffary 
they  fliould  be  now  in  fome  meafure  In- 
formed 


(S) 

formed  of  the  Fact  as  it  hath  been  Difco- 
vered  to  Us  by  undoubted  Proof,  and  the 
Confefllon  of  divers  of  rhe  Accomplices 
in  this  Confpiracy  j  whereof,  though  We 
have  not  as  yet  perfectly  Traced  all  the 
Particulars,  the  Principal  and  main  De- 
fignsof  it  neverthelefs,  have  appeared  to 
be  as  followeth. 

About  the  beginning  of  October  laft, 
when  the  Heads  of  the  Fa&ion  faw  the 
Magiftracy  of  Our  City  of  London  Settled 
in  Perfbns  of  Loyal  Principles,  they  be- 
came impatient,  and  fell  immediately  to 
Confult  of  Rifing  in  Arms  -y  for  which 
fome  thought  their  Party  fo  well  prepa- 
red, that  they  could  not  fail  of  attaining 
their  ends  whenever  they  fliould  break 
out  into  open  force. 

Whereupon  there  was  a  Meeting  of 
fbme  of  the  Principal  Confpirators,  to 
Agree  about  the  beft  means  to  Matter 
Our  Guards,  and  to  Seize  Our  Perfon ; 
but  upon  Confideration,  they  found  it  r.e- 
ceffaryto  prepare  their  Friends  in  the  fe- 


veral  Counties,  as  alio  the  DifaffL-cled 
Parcy  in  Scotland  to  joyn  with  them ,  With  - 
out  which,  any  Attempt  in  Our  laid  City, 
or  upon  Our  Guards,  appeared  too  ram 
to  be  undertaken ;  fo  that  they  laid  aude 
the  thoughts  of  a  prefent  Rifing,  and  di- 
fpofed  themielves  to  find,  by  a  Correfpon- 
dence  with  Scotland,  and  with  feveral  parts 
of  this  Our  Kingdom,  how  far  they  might 
be  Aflifted  by  a  General  Infurreclion,  To 
that  they  might  not  in  Human  probabili- 
ty fail  of  Succefs. 

Whilft  this  firft  Defign  was  Forming, 
fome  Villains  were  likewife  carrying  on 
that  Horrid  and  Execrable  Plot  of  Aflaf- 
filiating  Our  Royal  Perfon,  and  Our 
Deareft  Brother,  in  Our  coming  from 
2\[ewmdrkety  and  Mony  was  depofited  for 
that  purpofe:  But  by  the  fhortneis  of  the 
time  (We being  then  immediately  upon 
Our  Return )  and  for  want  of  neceflary 
Preparations,  they  were  forced  to  defer 
»  the  Execution  of  it  till  further  Opportu- 
nity. 

B  It 
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It  was  then  propofed  among  them , 
Whether  they  mould  Attempt  the 
fame  at  Our  next  going  to  Hewmarket , 
in  March  laft  ?  But  fome  objected  }  That 
Our  Guards  which  ufually  remain  here 
fome  time  after  Our  Departure,  would 
be  capable  of  making  a  great  Oppofition 
upon  the  Arrival  of  the  News.  For 
which  Reafon,  and  becaufe  they  were 
not  then  in  a  fufficient  Readinefs  j  It  was 
Agreed  to  be  done  at  Our  Return  from 

The  Place  Appointed  was  the  Houfe 
of  one  Richard  %nmhold  aMaltfter,  called 
the  %ye^  near  Hoddefdon  in  the  County  of 
Hertford:  And  it  was  Refolved  ,  That 
Forty  Perfons  in  number,  who  were  to  be 
Actors  in  this  Alfaflination  ,  under  the 
Command  of  the  faid  Richard  <l{umboldy 
(hould  hide  themfelves  in  or  near  the 
faid  Houfe;  And  when  Our  Coach 
fhould  come  over  againft  them,  then 
Three  or  Four  were  to  Shoot  with  Blun- 
$erbufles  at  the  Poftilion  and  Horfes ,  and 
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if  they  mould  fail  of  killing  the  Horfes, 
fome  were  to  be  ready  in  the  way,  who 
in  the  Habit  of  Labourers  fliould  Turn 
a  Cart  crofs  the  PaiTage,  and  fo  ftop  Our 
Coach.  Others  were  appointed  to  Shoot 
into  the  Coach  ,  where  Our  Royal  Per- 
fon ,  and  Our  Deareft  Brother  were  to 
be  :  Orhers  to  Fire  upon  the  Guards  that 
fliould  be  then  Attending  "Us.     And  it 
was  further  Refolved  i  That  upon  the 
fame  Day  ,  Many  Lords ,  and  other  Per- 
rons of  Quality*  whom  they  fuppofed  fa- 
vourable to  their  Deilgn ,  fliould  be  In^ 
vited  to  Dine  in  Our  City  of  London , 
That  they  might  be  the  more  ready  to 
Appear    among    the    Citizens  upon 
Arrival  of  the  Ne*vs.    The  Actors  in 
the  faid  AlTailination  having  Contrived 
the  manner  of  their  Efcape ,  by  a  nearer 
PalTage  than  the  ufuai  Road  \  By  which 
means  they  hoped  to  get  to  London  as  foon 
as  the  News  could  be  brought  thither. 

They  thought  it  would  b«  Eafie  up- 
on their  Perpetrating  this  Horrid  Fact ,  to 

B  a  poflefs 


poffefs  themfelves  of  the  Government, 
prefuming  upon  the  Numbers  of  the 
Difaftefted. 

But  left  the  Blacknefs  of  fuch  an 
A&ion  might  Deter  any  from  joyning 
witla  them  ,  They  Prepared  to  Palliate 
it,  as  far  as  they  could,  by  fomc  Remon- 
(trance,  or  Declaration ,  which  was  rea- 
dy to  be  Printed  and  Difperfed  in  that 
Confulion,  to  Amufe  the  People.  And 
left  Our  Officers  of  State,  and  the  Magi- 
ftrates  of  Our  faid  City,  with  the  Militia 
thereof,  and  other  Our  Loyal  Subjects, 
mould  be  able  to  put  fome  Stop  to  their 
Carreir,  They  Refolved  to  follow  this 
B^ow  with  a  Mafiacre;  wherein  they 
particularly  Defigned  for  immediate 
Slaughter ,  Our  Officers  of  State ,  the 
Prefent  Lord  Mayor,  and  Sheriffs,  and  tha 
Magiftracy  of  Our  City,  and  other  Our 
Subjects  that  had  been  moft  Eminent  for 
their  Loyalty. 

But  it  pleafed  Almighty  God,  by  His 
wonderful  Providence,  To  Defeat  thefe 

Counsels 
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Councels  by  the  fudden  Fire  at  2{eu>- 
market ,  which  neceflitated  Our  Return 
from  thence  before  the  time  We  had  Ap- 
pointed. 

Yet  thefe  Villains  were  not  thereby 
difcouraged  from  Purfuing  the  fame 
Bloudy  Defign,  but  Refolved  to  take  the 
firft  Opportunity  for  Effecting  the  fame, 
and  propofed  to  themfelves,  That  it  might 
be  done,  either  in  Our  Paffage  from  Wind- 
fir  to  Hampton  Court ,  or  in  Our  Journey 
to  Winchejlcr,  or  when  We  mould  go  by 
Water  in  Our  Barge ,  or  under  'Bedford 
Garden  Wall,  as  We  mould  pafs  that  way, 
or  at  the  Bull  Feaft ,  which  was  to  be  in 
Red-Lyon-Fields  ;  they  being  informed, 
That  We  and  Our  Deareft  Brother  had 
Intentions  of  coming  thither. 

And  that  they  might  be  the  better  pre- 
pared, when  there  mould  be  occafion,  by 
having  a  certain  Number  of  Arms  lying 
always  ready  for  that  Purpofe  ;  Arms  for 
Forty  Men  were  befpoke  in  all  hafte, 
(V/^f.)  Thirty  Carbines  with  Belts  and 

Swivels, 
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Swivel-Thirty  Cafes  of  Piftols,  and  Ten 
Blunderbufles  ,  which  were  accordingly 
Made  and  Paid  for. 

And  for  the  more  eafie  Drawing  thek 
Party  together  againft  the  time  of  Exe- 
cution ,  they  Contrived  to  Divide  Our 
Cities  of  London  and  Weftminjier,  and  the  , 
Suburbs,  into  Twenty  Parts ;  from  each 
of  which  they  expected  Five  hundred 
men  to  be  ready  at  the  firft  Onfet ;  And 
fome  Agitators  were  to  give  an  Account 
of  jhe  men  to  be  furniflied  in  each  Di- 
vifion,  and  to  give  out  Orders  to  them, 
as  there  fliould  be  occafion. 

And  to  the  end  the  Forces  they  fliould 
Raife  might  be  the  fooner  Modelled  in- 
to the  Form  of  an  Army,  there  were  One 
hundred  Old  Officers,  who  had  been  En- 
gaged in  the  late  Rebellion,  ready  in 
Town  to  take  the  Command  of  them,- 
In  the  purfuit  of  which  Project  they  con- 
tinued,till  they  knew  that  a  Difcovery  had 
been  made  unto  Us. 

During 
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During  all  this  time,  the  Principal 
Confpirators  were  Managing  their  other 
Defignfor  a  General  Infurrection  in  both 
Kingdoms. 

The  late  Earl  of  Shaftsbury,  who  had  at 
firft  Prefled  them  to  fudden  Rifing , 
which  he  would  have  had  before  the 
Seventeenth  of  November  laft,  or  upon  that 
day  at  the  fartheft,  fent  to  the  Confpira- 
tors, at  a  Meeting  appointed  by  them,  to 
know  their  Refolution  j  and  finding  they 
would  not  adventure  without  farther  Pre- 
paration, Conveyed  himfelf  fecreriy  into 
Holland,  to  avoid  the  Danger  he  might  be 
in  by  a  Difcovery. 

His  withdrawing  himfelf  from  their 
Councels  did  not  Difcourage  them  from 
Purfuing  their  Defign,  onely  made  them 
more  Cautious  j  Whereupon  a  new 
Councel  was.  appointed  of  Six  Perfons 
that  were  to  have  the  Chief  Management 
of  Affairs,  in  Order  to  a  General  Infur  ■• 
rection,  by  a  Correfpondency  with  their 
Party  in  Sfotland,  and  feveral  Counties  of 


this  Our  Kingdom.  And  becaufe  a  Cor* 
refpondency  by  Letters  was  thought  dan- 
gerous, it  was  held  neceflfary  that  fome 
Perfon  fliould  be  fent  into  Scotland,  to  In- 
vite the  Heads  of  the  Difaffected  Party  in 
that  Our  Kingdom,  to  come  hither,  under 
pretence  of  Purchaiing  Lands  in  Qarol'ma ; 
But,  in  truth,  to  Concert  with  them  the 
beft  Means  for  carrying  on  the  Defign 
Joyntly  in  both  Kingdoms :  And  a  Trea- 
ty was  thereupon  had  with  Archibald  Camp- 
bell late  Earl  of  Argile,  already  Attainted 
of  Treafon,  who  demanded  Thirty 
thoufand  Pounds  at  firft ;  But  afterward 
Agreed  to  accept  of  Ten  thoufand  pounds, 
for  Buying  of  Arms  in  Holland,  and  ma- 
king other  Provifions  neceflary  for  a  Re- 
bellion within  Qur  Kingdom  of  Scotland. 

In  the  {aid  Councel  of  Six  it  was  De- 
bated, Whether  the  Rifing  in  this  Ki«g- 
dom,fhould  be  firft  in  Our  City  of  London, 
where,  by  realbn  of  the  vaft  Numbers 
that  might  readily  Unke,  they  thought 
they  might  eafily  Mafter  the  Guards,  or 

rather 


(17) 

rather  in  fome  remote  parts,  whereby  We 
fbould  be  under  a  neceflity  of  fending 
Our  Guards  to  Supprefs  then),  and  there- 
by the  Riling  in  Our  laid  City  would  be- 
come more  Secure  and  Effectual  :  But  at 
laft  it  was  Refolved,  as  moft  convenient, 
That  it  fhould  be  in  all  parts  at  the  lame 
time,  left  Our  City  might  be  Defended 
by  the  Militia  thereof,  without  the  help 
of  Our  Guards,  which  We  might  fend  for 
the   Supprefling  any  Infurre&ion  in  the 
Countrey;    And  they   did   all  difpofe 
themfelves  accordingly,  for  the  Compaf- 
fing  their  Defign,  which  was  very  near 
taking  effect. 

But  fuch  was  the  abundant  Mercy  of 
Almighty  God,  while  they  were  yet  me- 
ditating their  Execrable  Mifchiefs  againft 
Our  Royal  Perlon,  Our  Deareft  Brother, 
and  the  Government,  a  Difcovery  was 
made  unto  Us  by  one  of  the  Accompli 
ces,  on  the  Twelfth  of  JWlaft ;   fin.  .. 
which  time  We  have  ufed  the  beft  Means 
We  could  for  the  Detecting,  and  Prc~ 

C  ventjpn 
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vention  of  fo  Hellifh  a  Confpiracy. 

But  fo  it  has  hapned,  that  divers  of  the 
Confpirators,  having  notice  of  Warrants 
Ifliied  out  for  their  Apprehenfion,  are  fled 
from  Juftice :  Vi^  James  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth, the  Lord  Melvin,  Sir  John  Cochrane , 
Sir TJ?omas  Armeftrong,  Robert  Fergufon,  who 
was  the  Common  Agitator  Entrufted  by 
all  Parties  in  the  feveral  Confpiracies, 
^jchard  Goodenough,  Francis  Goodenough, 
Richard  ^itmbold  the  Milcfter,  William 
^umbold  his  Brother,  Richard  Nelthorp, 
]S[athaniel  Wade,  William  Thomson,  James 
''Burton,  Jofeph  Elby,  Samuel  Gibbs,  Francis 
Charleton,  Jofeph  Tyley,  Cajleers, 

Lobby  both  Non- 
ConformiM:  Preachers,  Edward  Norton, 
John  ^ow,  John  Aylojj,  and  John  Jtherton. 

Ford  Lord  Gray  being  Apprehended, 
made  his  Efcape  out  of  the  hands  of  a 
Serjeant  at  Arms,  and  Arthur  late  Earl  of 
EJfex,  being  Committed  to  the  Tower  for 
High  Treafon,  Killed  himfelf. 

Others 
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Others  have  been  Taken  and  Commit- 
ted to  Cuftody,  lome  of  whom,  Vt%.  the 
Lord  William  ^ujfel,  Thomas  Wakot,  William 
Hone,  and  John  (Rowfe,  have  upon  their 
Trials  been  Convicted,  Attainted,  and 
Executed  according  to  Law. 

This  We  thought  fit  to  make  known 
to  Our  Loving  Subjects,  that  they  being 
fenfible  (  as  We  are )  of  the  Mercy  of 
God  in  this  great  Deliverance,  may  Chear- 
fully  and  Devoutly  joyn  with  Us  in  Re- 
turning Solemn  Thanks  to  Almighty- 
God  for  the  fame. 

For  which  end  We  do  hereby  Appoint 
the  Ninth  day  of  September  next,,  to  be  ob- 
ferved  as  a  day  of  Thankfgiving  in  all 
Churches  and  Chappels  within  this  Our 
Kingdom  of  England,  Dominion  of  Wales, 
and  Town  of  'Berwick  upon  Tweed,  in  fuch 
manner  as  {hall  be  by  Us  Directed,  in  a 
Form  of  Prayer  with  Thankfgiving , 
which  We  have  Commanded  to  be  pre- 
pared by  Our  Bifhops,  and  Publifhed  for 
that  purpofe. 
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And  it  is  Our  Pleafure,  That  this  De- 
claration be  Publickly  Read  in  all  the  faid 
Churches  and  Chappels,  as  well  on  Sun- 
day the  Second  of  September  next,  as  up- 
on the  Day  of  Thankfgiving  aforefaid* 

Ciyen  at  Our  Court  at  Whitehall  the  Eight 
and  twentieth  day  of  July  1683.  In  the 
Ftye  and  thirtieth  lear  of  Our  ^eigm 


At    the  Court  at  Whitehall 
This  27th  of  July  1683. 

By  the  Kings  moft  Excellent  Majefty2 
and  the  Lords  of  HisMajeftiesmoft 
Honourable  Privy  Council. 

IT  is  this  day    Ordered  by  His 
cfA/fajeJly  in  Qouncil,  That  this 
^  'Declaration  be  forthwith  Trinted^  and 
Tublijhed* 

Phil,  Lloy^ 
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